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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1 1/5/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such thai the subject mallei' as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 5-26, 28-35 and 37-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Horstemeyer (US 2004/0243664) in view of Garcia (US 2003/0125054). 

Regarding claims 1 and 22, Horstemeyer discloses a system and method in a mobile 
communication device for use in a mobile communication system and for providing a status of a 
user of the mobile communication device, including a transceiver 44 for communicating with the 
mobile communication system; memory 30a containing at least one event descriptor, the event 
descriptor defining an event; a user interface 34a for providing information to, and receiving 
input from the user; a controller (MTCU 15) for evaluating a present status of the mobile 
communication device against the at least one event descriptor for determining an occurrence of 
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the event defined by the at least one event descriptor; and status response instruction code 
disposed in the memory which is executed upon the occurrence of the event, as determined by 
the controller, the status response code causing the mobile communication device to transmit a 
status response message directly to a preselected party when executed by the mobile 
communication device. See FIGS. 1 and 2, and paragraphs 101, 102 and 111. 

Horstemeyer fails to disclose alerting a user of the mobile communication device of the 
occurrence of the event in response to detecting the occurrence of the event; prompting the user 
of the mobile communication device for an input from the user; and receiving the input from the 
user before transmitting the status message. 

However, in an analogous art, Garcia discloses these features in paragraphs 62 and 64. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the system and method in Horstemeyer by incorporating these teachings in 
Garcia for the purpose of allowing a user to decide whether to transmit the status message. 

Regarding claims 2 and 23, Horstemeyer discloses that providing at least one event 
descriptor includes providing geographic location parameter in the event descriptor. See 
paragraph 332. 

Regarding claims 3 and 26, Horstemeyer discloses that providing at least one criteria set 
comprises a time parameter. See paragraphs 109 and 125. 

Regarding claims 5 and 28, Horstemeyer discloses that prompting the user includes a 
visual indicator. See paragraph 353. 
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Regarding claims 6, 29 and 41, Horstemeyer discloses that alerting the user with a visual 
indicator includes illuminating a status response button on the mobile communication device. 
See paragraph 264. 

Regarding claims 7 and 30, Horstemeyer discloses that prompting the user for an input 
includes prompting the user with an auditory alert. See paragraph 137. 

Regarding claims 8 and 31, Horstemeyer discloses that prompting the user for an input 
includes prompting the user with a tactile alert. See paragraph 387. 

Regarding claims 9, Horstemeyer discloses that prompting the user with a tactile alert 
includes prompting the user with a vibratory alert. Sec paragraph 387. 

Regarding claims 10 and 32, Horstemeyer discloses that receiving an input includes 
authenticating the user. See paragraph 320. 

Regarding claims 1 1 and 33, Horstemeyer discloses that authenticating the user includes 
identifying a fingerprint of the user. See paragraph 320. 

Regarding claims 12 and 34, Horstemeyer discloses that authenticating the user includes 
receiving a password entry from the user. See paragraph 355. 

Regarding claims 13 and 35, Horstemeyer discloses that authenticating the user includes 
performing voice recognition on a speech segment spoken by the user in response to the 
prompting. See paragraph 263. 

Regarding claims 14 and 37, Horstemeyer discloses that receiving the input includes 
detecting an actuation of a status response button. See paragraph 264. 

Regarding claims 15 and 38, Horstemeyer discloses that detecting the occurrence of the 
event includes detecting a present geographic location. See paragraph 332. 
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Regarding claims 16, 24 and 39, Horstemeyer discloses that detecting the present 
geographic location includes using a satellite positioning subsystem of the mobile 
communication device to determine the present geographic location. See paragraphs 93 and 167. 

Regarding claims 17 and 25, Horstemeyer discloses detecting the present geographic 
location includes receiving location information from a base station providing communication 
service to the mobile communication device. See paragraph 111. 

Regarding claims 18 and 40, Horstemeyer discloses that detecting the occurrence of the 
event includes receiving a message at the mobile communication device. See paragraph 99. 

Regarding claims 19, Horstemeyer discloses that receiving the message at the mobile 
communication device includes receiving a status inquiry message at the mobile communication 
device. See paragraph 1 16. 

Regarding claims 20, Horstemeyer discloses that receiving the message at the mobile 
communication device includes receiving a local wireless message from a source other than a 
mobile communication system. See paragraph 1 16. 

Regarding claim 21, Horstemeyer discloses that transmitting the status message is 
performed automatically in response to detecting the occurrence of the event. See paragraphs 
119 and 150. 

Response to Arguments 



Conclusion 
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1 . THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sam Bhattacharya whose telephone number is (571) 272-7917. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Weekdays, 9-6, with first Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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/Sam Bhattacharya/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2617 



